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Hiii  Shiogama
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[ went to Shiogama City, Miyagi Prefecture,
just after the end of the summer semester.
The Chinese character for the city can be
B &8 , but the official name is ¥ #& . Either
F usage of characters may be too difficult
especially to write not only for non-Kanji
users but also for Kanji users. #i means a
kitchen range to boil sea water to make salt.
Simpler writing style of i %& is usable even
officially, but means completely differently
because % means a container to put sea
water in for boiling. Tagajo, located next
door, was a place of Kokufu: the ancient
regional office of the central government,
the port and shrine of which were placed in
Shiogama. Shiogama Shrine was the spiritual
center of Tohoku Region at the times.

The purpose of my trip was to survey the

activities of NPO Machidukuri Shiogama,
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a local non-profit organization. Its style is
to read old documents to understand local
history and connect the findings to making
signboards to introduce the history of place,
to training voluntary tour guides and to
preserving historic architectures. I had an
impression that it is one of those ordinary
organizations which can be seen anywhere
nowadays before I went there. I was
surprised, however, to know that it is doing
very steady and sound activities. A professor
in history of the Medieval Period of Japan
of a local university advises them every
week as a volunteer not to understand old
documents as they want for the sake of their
locality. Therefore, the differences between
historical facts and imagination are clear.
learned many things in Shiogama, but would

like to introduce only one of them as follows:
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IMinamoto Kaoru, a model of Hikaru Genji
who is the hero of the most famous long novel
of Genji Story in Japan, written in 11 century,
made a garden in his huge Kyoto residence
modeled after the beautiful landscape of
Shiogama, and held parties often to create many
wakas, traditional Japanese poems of thirty-one
syllables incorporating Shiogama literally. The
garden is not left at all in the center of Kyoto
today, but a town named Shiogama exists and
even a man named Mr Shiogama runs a temple
located there. When the NPO found this facts,
the exchange between Shiogama and Kyoto
as well as Shmogyo-ku started. Indeed, the

view of Shiogama, which constitutes a part of

Matsushima, one of three most famous views in

Japan, is a miniature garden like landscape that

most Japanese admire.

AL

View of Shiogama from Shiogama Shrine
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Dharavi; Asia’s largest Slum

In March 2008, I visited Dharavi, routinely
called "the largest slum in Asia", to attend an
international workshop. After getting through
several troubles, I could finally arrive in
Mumbai. The first impression was wall-to-wall
people, traffic jams and noise all around the
city.

Dharavi is located literally in the heart of
Mumbali, India’s commercial capital since
the economic deregulation of the 1990s. It
is spanning an area of about 223 hectares,
home to about 700,000 people (no reliable
population statistics are available). As is evident
in the popular aerial images of the slum’s
contiguous rooftops, Dharavi is an extremely
dense environment. A recent survey established
that a central area of Dharavi contained
densities of up to 314,887 people per square
kilometer! This is more than 6 times as dense as
daytime Manhattan (about 50,000 people per
square kilometer). Today, Dharavi is composed

of almost 100 distinct communities, that form

a mosaic of regional, linguistic, religious, caste
and class identities. In fact, Dharavi is home
not only to the urban poor, but also to some
middle-class people unable to find affordable

housing elsewhere.

Dharavi Map
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Dharavi was officially recognized as a slum in 1976,
when state’s slum policy shifted from demolition
to upgradation. For the last few decades, the
government has implemented several infrastructural
and housing improvement projects in Dharavi.
Beginning in 1995, the Slum Rehabilitation Scheme
(SRS) has provided incentives for developers to
construct buildings with free 225 sq. ft. flats for
slum dwellers in exchange for building rights,
which is well known as Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR). Most of the high-rise buildings that
pepper Dharavi's skyline were constructed under
this scheme.

Dharavi was once a remote settlement on the
outskirts of the city, bordered by swampy land and.
Today, due to Mumbai’s rapid northward expansion,
it finds itself strategically located between the city’
s two main suburban railway lines and a stone’s
throw away from the Bandra-Kurla Complex, the
new financial and commercial center.

In the context of rising land values, the latest plan
to redevelop Dharavi- Dharavi Redevelopment
Project (DRP)- was elaborated in 2004. The plan
divides Dharavi into five sectors to be developed

by global firms after a competitive bidding process.

welcome to Dharavi

Profits from the sale of high-end developments
will fund the resettlement of eligible slum dwellers
in multi-story buildings. However, the project has
been criticized for being pro-developer instead of
pro-resident; for proceeding without transparency
towards, consent of or consultation with the
community. Experts have further warned that the
plan promotes insupportable densities, does not
adequately consider environmental impacts or
future growth, and does not effectively integrate

Dharavi with Mumbai as a whole.

medium-rise apartment build by developer
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Dharavi was officially recognized as a slum in
1976, when state’s slum policy shifted from
demolition to upgradation. For the last few
decades, the government has implemented
several infrastructural and housing improvement
projects in Dharavi. Beginning in 1995, the
Slum Rehabilitation Scheme (SRS) has provided
incentives for developers to construct buildings
with free 225 sq. ft. flats for slum dwellers in
exchange for building rights, which is well known
as Transfer of Development Rights (TDR). Most
of the high-rise buildings that pepper Dharavi's
skyline were constructed under this scheme.

Dharavi was once a remote settlement on the
outskirts of the city, bordered by swampy land
and. Today, due to Mumbai’s rapid northward
expansion, it finds itself strategically located

between the city’s two main suburban railway lines
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fishmarket in Koliwada I

and a stone’s throw away from the Bandra-Kurla
Complex, the new financial and commercial center.
In the context of rising land values, the latest plan
to redevelop Dharavi- Dharavi Redevelopment
Project (DRP)- was elaborated in 2004. The plan
divides Dharavi into five sectors to be developed
by global firms after a competitive bidding process.
Profits from the sale of high-end developments
will fund the resettlement of eligible slum dwellers
in multi-story buildings. However, the project has
been criticized for being pro-developer instead of
pro-resident; for proceeding without transparency
towards, consent of or consultation with the
community. Experts have further warned that the
plan promotes insupportable densities, does not
adequately consider environmental impacts or
future growth, and does not effectively integrate

Dharavi with Mumbai as a whole.
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The workshop took place in Koliwada-one of
the oldest community in Dharavi. It aimed to
produce creative alternatives for the future of a
neighborhood as well as to attract international
media attention. More than 70 participants
such as architects, urban planners, sociologists,
activists, artists, students from all over the world
brainstormed with residents of Koliwada about the
future of the neighborhood and community. The
most impressive work was the children’s drawing
about their dream home and neighborhood.

Dharavi is not only a residential space, but also a
major economic hub representing the city’'s vast
informal sector. Dharavi’s commercial enterprises
include recycling industries, leather tanneries,

heavy metal work, and manufactured goods such

Holi festival 'l
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as garments, jewelry. It was the first time for me to
visit such a huge slum, that's why I was bewildered
by the smell, festive atmosphere of the whole area.
However, while [ was staying for some days, I really
enjoyed playing with children outside and having
conversations with working women in Dharavi.

Last year, the movie set in Dharavi, "Slumdog
Millionaire" was a huge hit. Winning 8 Academy
Awards as well as various other international
awards, it has boosted tours of the slum.
Meanwhile, according to the news release, dozens
of residents of Dharavi rallied and demonstrated
against the title and stories of the movie. In a lot
of ways, this place has been attracting worldwide
attention in recent years. I hope to watch how

Dharavi change from now on.

workshop
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My City' Charm

Thailand most popular temple

Arthit Limpiyakorn

¢ : Comprehensive Concept

Bangkok's temples (in Thai it is called Wat) are the

primary tourist attractions of the city. At times,

of Urban Green
{1443 : Bangkok Thailand
BB

there seems to be another temple around every

: Badminton corner,The "big three" included on almost every

tour of the city are Wat Phra Kaew, Wat Po and

Wat Arun. This paper is going to talk about Wat

Phra Kaew (the most important temple).

Wat Phra Kaew (Wat Phra Si Rattanasasadaram)

("Temple of the Holy Jewel Image"), also spelled

Wat Phra Kaeo and commonly known as the
Temple of the Emerald Buddha, is located on the

ground of the Royal Palace in Bangkok. It is the

most revered Buddhist shrine in Thailand.

Central to the temple is the Emerald Buddha,

a dark green statue standing about 2 feet tall.

No one is allowed near the statue except the

Thai king, who conducts rituals at the temple

throughout the year.

History

According to popular belief, the Emerald Buddha

is ancient and came from Sri Lanka. Art historians,

however, generally believe that it was crafted in

14th-century Thailand.
The much-revered Buddha image has traveled
extensively over the centuries. The story goes
that the Emerald Buddha was once kept covered
in plaster in a monument in Chiang Rai, but a
damaging lightning storm in 1434 uncovered the
treasure.

The king of Chiang Mai tried very hard to
procure the statute, but three times the elephant
transporting the statute stopped at a crossroads in
Lampang. Taking it as a sign from the Buddha, the
statue was placed in a specially-built monumental
temple in Lampang, where it stayed for 32 years.
The next king of Chiang Mai was more determined,
succeeding in bringing the Emerald Buddha to his
city. It was housed in a temple there until 1552,
when Laotian invaders took it. The statue stayed
in Laos for 214 years, until General Chakri (later
King Rama I) brought it back to the Thai capital at
Thonburi after his successful campaign in Laos.

In 1784, when he moved the capital across the
river to Bangkok, King Rama I installed the
precious figure in its present shrine, where it has

remained




as a tangible symbol of the Thai nation. It is feared
that removal of the image from Bangkok will signify
the end of the Chakri dynasty.

What to See

The Temple of the Emerald Buddha sits within the
grounds of the Bangkok Grand Palace, surrounded
by walls more than a mile long. Inside, it contains
some of the finest examples of Buddhist sculpture,
architecture, painting, and decorative craft in
Thailand.

The Emerald Buddha sits atop a huge gold altar in
the center of the temple. It is a rather small, dark
statue, just over 2 feet tall, made of green jasper
or perhaps jadeite ("emerald" refers to the intense
green color, not the specific stone).

Like many other Buddha statues in Thailand, the
Emerald Buddha is covered in a seasonal costume,
which is changed three times a year to correspond
to the summer (crown and jewelry), winter (golden

shawl), and rainy months (gilt robe and headdress).

There are several monuments on the temple
grounds, among the most interesting of which are
the three pagodas to the immediate north of the
ubosoth (main building), representing the changing
centers of Buddhist influence. Phra Si Ratana
Chedi, to the west, is a 19th-century Sri Lankan-
style stupa housing ashes of the Buddha.

Phra Mondop, in the middle, is a library built in
Thai style by Rama I, known for its excellently
crafted Ayutthaya-style mother-of-pearl doors,
bookcases containing the Tripitaka (sacred Buddhist
manuscripts), human- and dragon-headed nagas
(snakes), and statues of Chakri kings.

The Royal Pantheon, to the east, was built in
Khmer style during the 19th century. It's open to
the public for one day in October to commemorate
the founding of the Chakri dynasty.

To the immediate north of the library is a model
oof Angkor Wat, the most sacred of all Cambodian
shrines. The model was constructed by King
Mongkut as a reminder that the neighboring state
was under the dominion of Thailand.

To the west of the bot, near the entry gate, is a

black stone statue of a hermit, considered a patron
of medicine, before which relatives of the ill and
infirm pay homage and make offerings of joss
sticks, fruit, flowers, and candles.

Scattered around the complex are statues of
elephants, which symbolize independence and
power. Thai kings went to battle atop elephants,
and it is customary for parents to walk their
children around an elephant three times to bring
them strength. You can rub the head of an elephant
statue for good luck - note how smooth it is from

being touched by millions.

¥

Green Jade Buddha I
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My nane is Mukai Masaya. I graduated from Todaizi
Gakuen high school, that is located in Nara next to
Osaka. [ graduated from Tokyo University in the
faculty of Engineering. My hobby is baseball. I play
baseball with friends.

I came from Higasiosaka in Osaka. It has the most

factories in Japan and is called “The city of Middle
Small companies ". And it is called “The city of
Rugby” because Rugby Championship of high
school students is held in it.

[ study the damage

Higasiosaka, the city of manifacture suffered from

World financial panic in 2007 and recovery.
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Surabaya: Inside Out City of Heroes

In this chance, it is a great pleasure for me to give
a very short glimpse of my hometown. Surabaya
is the second biggest city in Indonesia where 2.8
million people have called it home.

To most Indonesians, Surabaya is known as
the city of heroes, due to the importance of the
Battle of Surabaya in defended newly Indonesian
independence during national revolution against
Dutch new colonialism in 1945. As a remembrance
to this heroic moment, the government built a
monument called Tugu Pahlawan (the Heroes
Monument) which stands, like a rocket pointed
towards the moon, opposite the East Java
Governor's office in old city center. A statue as
tall as 45 yards is not ornate or even decorative,
not particularly large, but its simplicity may have
been the deliberate plan of its architect to convey
humble, rather than bellicose, pride. However, the
name of Surabaya itself is, locally believed, derived

from the words sura (shark) and baya (crocodile),

two creatures which, in a local myth, fought each
other in order to gain the title of the strongest
and most powerful animal in the area according to
ancient prophecy.

Similar to other Indonesian towns and cities,
Surabaya developed through two different patterns.
The first city was formed by a conglomeration
of Kampungs guided by traditional Javanese
cosmological norms of town planning. Some of
those old kampungs still remain in the downtown
area, behind new development of CBD. The other
city was built later the colonial government which
established themselves in the late 19th Century
as we may see some buildings with colonial indies
architecture easily be found in city center together
with Chinese district as an old center of commerce.
During the colonial era, the city was built according
to the formal Western model, basically as a trading
post. This decision had resulted in transforming the

shape and structure of this city to become ribbon
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like, spreading from the northern area

(the port) to the south (the plantation and
farming areas). Thus, as a port city and
home of Eastern Armada for Indonesian
Navy, stood in the north part of the city is
the Monument of Jalesveva Jayamahe as
an endowment of high history value, as the
reflection of the highness of Indonesian
nation as the maritime nation one.

Nowadays, still a city on human scale,
Surabaya will keep evolving to accommodate

COMMENTS

the citizen and the development with heavy

and complex challenges but the goal now is
to make it more sustainable city for people
to live.

Reference
http://img49.imageshack.us/img49/9010/surabaya22sjv3.jpg
http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.

php?t=245384&page=2

8 H 4 HAHEH D HAREF I [HREFHA
H | SKRREORH TTHEFRMw)
AT HA ) BMERENE Lic, )y
W DORIBZ 15T, Bk pE S & HitisE 3¢
DE K & T DR« ik o =L 25
N, M EEDRSREDNEINTED 9,
AL S BHTEZHE S 72EW (e RIc b i
RLTELET ),

UELs)

COH, MEBDRMPRLZDS LWV
HITLTETEHLATT | AT N
DHFMWERFDOWST =7 v T THRENL
9,

WMRBHY OEAFETH LV, HIRDETODT
e, BIERLAICEF>TTREW,

L TAT, RetRH6THA By () WHWIZE
ETIH, COE TUEAaAifEar ] Pkl T
WET | A3—13 M2 & #&. D1Minsun, D2 & HTY |

2t

18

S R E%—J

TRESETS EE A BEH S MR -
AL MERR b | TR e
RIANPEF S FEF T HFHS .

HAKERTE R 2E ) 09 4E 8 F1 4 HS & D IRk

Happy summer holiday! Please provide
your vivid report / information for

magazine.
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