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While I was thinking as a plan of the new year that I would write an essay of daily
affairs every week, Kashiwazaki and Takada asked me to contribute to newly polishing
lab-magazine. Therefore, I will start writing miscellaneous note on what I experience.
Whether it can be periodic or continuous is skeptical, bexause it passed a month
already since I first made up my mind.

I gave a lecture on “Machidukuri by wide-area network for independence of
Shikoku” in seminar organized by Shikoku Federation of Economic organizations on
Friday, January 30. I was asked by the organizers how many times you make such
lectures a year. Then I looked my pocket diary or last year and found about 50 times.
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Dr. Katayama, Mr. Takada(D1) and I have joined to research trip at Dhaka city by one of GCOE project named
“Weaving Intelligence toward Next Generation; Es” during 10 - 15 January 2009. By leadership of our BO, Dr. Norihisa
Shima (UT) and Dr. Mohammad Shakil Akter (Bangladesh Urban Engineering & Technology; BUET), we did
comprehensive study of the city and field work which is grouped into ‘informal city area’, ‘suburb area’ and ‘civil
construction area’. The city is more powerful and friendly than I expected. We could have fruitful time through precious
opportunities to express and change our opinion and idea interdisciplinary, though it was also hard trip such as hotel room
with cockroach, full time field works and one-day delay of flight.
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From Ipoh with Love, Introducing My Home Town in Tokyo

I am pleasure to be invited to write an article about my home town and to describe how it influences me in pursuing my urban planning
engineering doctoral degree. However, honestly to say, my interest in the field of urban planning and regional development is nothing to do
with my home town. My pursuit of higher level knowledge is thoroughly influenced by a famous Bruce Lee’s philosophy, “Using no way as
way, having no limitation as limitation” (for more detailed information, please browse for the Bruce Lee Biography). Such explanation may
sound weird but it is the matter of fact. On the other hand, my home town demonstrates to me how important natural environment play a
role in human being daily life and how unique it is compare to other city. Therefore, instead of giving a general introduction (which you can
search from internet), 1 devote this article to explaining how different my home town from Tokyo.

The name Ipoh derives from a local tree, which the sap of this tree is poisonous and was used by the indigenous people to coat the tips of
the darts of their blowpipes (equipment for defense and hunting). Since it is surrounded by the hills, the nickname of “Hill City” is given.
Unlike Tokyo with skyscrapers everywhere, one can barely find building more than ten storeys in Ipoh. As a city that came into existence in
1820s, many old British colonial style buildings and shop houses still remain. Such buildings have become an attractive element for filming.
Movies such as “Lust & Caution” (directed by Ang Lee) and “Anna & the King” (starring by Jodie Foster) have chosen Ipoh as their film’s
background. Another difference between Tokyo and Ipoh is that Ipoh is relatively more “green” and “natural”. One can find many trees,
grass and flowers along the road sides, and most of the time, this vegetation is being included in the design of the road. In addition, the
children play ground (with real & green grass, in contrast with the Japanese concrete play ground) and the recreation parks are the
compulsory requirements for any new developed housing area. So, Ipoh and the other cities in Malaysia have no problem in promoting
green spaces within the urban area, because the Malaysian have been doing it since long, long, long time ago. In term of natural, one still
can see many natural trees, which are already more than hundred years old around Ipoh. These trees are not artificially planted by people or
urban developers, but are originally from the forest. They are not only the legacy of the ancient times, but also a symbol of life, which
makes Ipoh different from a purely “concrete forest” like Tokyo.

From the social life perspective, I think the people in my home town (also included other cities in Malaysia) are always be ready to
communicate with “alien” (the term used by the Japanese to refer the foreigner). In other words, the Malaysians are more open and tolerant
with various different cultures. This is not only because of the ability to speak multi-languages, but the main reason is that the Malaysian
has a globalization mind set, which they indeed respect the coexistence of different culture. The multi-cultural society is an advantage, and
yet, it is a limitation for Malaysia, where it is hard to find a general way to describe “how Malaysia looks like”, especially to someone who
is from a mono-cultural society/country.

I still remember once I told my foreign friend that “culture” and “nationality” are different, where “Chinese” is my culture and
“Malaysian” is my nationality. Even though I practice the Chinese culture, but I represent Malaysia. My friend seems have no idea, instead
of confusing....... I think this is the Ministry of Tourism should work harder and harder in advertising Malaysia.
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Ipoh City Skylines Partially Overlooking Ipoh
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We welcome your any comment, idea and, of course, articles for this lab-magazine. Thank you very much for your cooperation!




