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Yangon, Myanmar: One Night Before a Mega-city
Tetsuo Kidokoro

I visited Yangon (Pop. 5 million approx.), the largest city of Myanmar and
Naypyidaw, the new capital city which is located about 5 hour drive to the north
from Yangon, for the research on national development policy during Nov. 18 — 24,
2012. This was my first visit to Myanmar and was really simulative. Yangon
(former Rangoon) was newly planned and constructed city during British colonial
period, which is composed of a grid-pattern town center and garden city-style
suburbs with a organic pattern. In this sense, among the Southeast Asian cities, it
gives the same impression as Singapore or Kuala Lumpur. Yet, the impression is
different from those orderly cities in the sense that there observed life and
livelihood activities spread to streets and alleys, which gives a same impression as
he cities such as Bangkok who has a similar cultural background such as
Buddhism.

Recently, since 2010, under the trend of democratization, ODA from donor
countries and international organizations as well as private-sector Foreign direct
investment are rapidly increasing and the national government is pursuing the
expert-oriented economic development, following the model of other Southeast
countries. There observed a growing number of high-rise offices, hotels and
apartment buildings. Under this trend, after 10 years, Yangon will be transformed
to the modern city where high-rise buildings overwhelm the skyline. It is really
hoped that Yangon will become a new model of mass transit oriented city unlike

many other car-dependent Southeast Asian cities. Can we draw such a new path?

View of the Yangon Central Rail Vendors on the street in front of
Station: Green City! former Supreme Court



